Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


i-j  1 '--5  1^ 


UiaTED  STATES  DEFAT.T  E"T  CE  AC-RI CULTURE 


ATD-20-Ul 
March  ?S,  194l 


Part  I - STRi-CTEY  C'CMTTDEPTIAL 

Remove  this  sheet.  It  is  not  for  circ Aati-n  or  dualicetion. 


AC-E.IChLW.TRE  ATTD  EATT^FAIj  DEFSFSE 


SUMMARY  OF  CABLES  OF  FOREI&F  DEVELOKtSFTS  ; ERA'CE ; The  daily  rations 
novr  being  allotted  in  the  occupied  and  unoccuoied  zones  for  bread,  ali- 
Trentary  loastes,  rice,  dried  vegetables,  -ootatoes,  sugar,  fats  (i.e., 
butter,  margarine,  lard,  vegetable  oils,  and  pondered  and  condensed 
milk),  cheese,  and  meat  reuresent  only  about  one-half  of  the  theoretical 
daily  reon.irements  (i.e.,  2,500  calories)  of  the  average  consumer. 

^'oreover,  there  is  a distinct  deficiency  in  the  amount  of  fats  uermitted 
to  be  uurchased,  consumers  often  being  unable  to  obtain  even  the  sabnormal 
allotment. 

DES~ITE  T'-'E  LOh  Lh-VEL  OF  F;'"0DUCTI0I~  and  the  lack  of  reserves  of  fats  it 
is  unlikely  that  the  fat  ration  Trill  be  further  reduced.  ’’-lo'^ever,  reduc- 
tions in  the  rations  for  bread  and  other  starchy  foods  are  imminent  in 
the  free  zone,  and  may  be  follo”'ed  shortly  in  the  occiuied  zone  as  a 
precautionary  measure.  Because  of  small  reserves  of  sugar  in  the  free 
zone  a reduction  in  the  s'lgar  rat' on  in  that  uart  of  France  auuears  neces- 
sar'^  unless  suuulies  are  obtained  from  the  occuuied  zone  or  through  imuorts. 

FCRFAY ; An  incident  early  in  February  gives  tangible  evidence  corroborating 
the  general  impression  that  the  Germans  are  removing  quantities  of  food 
from  Foruay.  A Formeg'ian  ship  of  2,000  tons,  loaded  ’^ith  a cauacity  cargo 
of  ForT^egian  tinned  fish  and  other  foodstuffs  was  forced  to  riut  into  the 
Eriksberg  shiubuilding  yard  at  Goteborg,  Sweden,  T^or  reueirs.  The  vessel 
’^as  en  route  from  For’-^ay  to  Germany,  ’/[embers  of  the  For'^egian  crew  com- 
nlained  th.'^t  they  were  suffering  from  lac^-'  of  certain  staule  foods  and  the 
•workers  in  the  sliip’nard  contrib^ited  and  'ourch^sed  butter,  bread  and  other 
edibles  for  them.  In  return  the  "orwegians  entered  the  shin's  hold  without 
bree’-’ing  open  the  hatches,  and  when  the  vessel  deuarted  shiuyard  emnloyees 
found  they  had  left  on  the  quay  cases  of  tinned  fish  in  'oeyment  for  the 
food  given  them  b""  the  Swedish  laborers.  The  '’orwe.gian  seamen  stated  that 
tueir  ship  ^as  one  of  manv  engaged  in  transuorting  Forwegian  food,  to  German.y, 

SjjOVAI  IA .•  The  Slovak  Imnort  * yuort  Corooret.Lon , known  as  Lovus,  is  reuorted. 
as  negotiating  for  further  d.eliveries  of  cotton  und.er  the  Slovak- Soviet 
trade  agreement.  Indications  are  tna.t  deliveries  will  start  in  the  near 
future,  'oa.yment  being  made  in  dollars.  Reuorts  ind.icate  furt' er  that  Dovus 
is  com-oleting  arrangements  with  a Bulgarian  exoort  firm  to  im'oort  7.000  tons 
of  maize  in  exchange  for  cables,  iron,  cotton,  yarn,  and  other  industrial 
orodiicts  valued  at  12,000,000  kroner. 
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UI'TITED  KiyG-DOi'i:  The  ’'inistry  of  Food  announced  that  Tiilk  consunrotion  ’^ould 
be  reduced  by  auoro's'imately  one-seventh  from  the  middle  of  Auril.  However, 
there  is  to  be  no  restriction  of  milk  suuolies  for  youn-  children,  nursiny 
or  eroectant  mothers,  hosuitals,  or  ill  persons.  "During  the  summer  months 
milk  saved  by  curtailing  consumution  mill  be  used  for  the  uroducti'-n  of 
clieese  and  condensed  milk.  In  vie^  of  the  current  cheese  shortaffs  the 
'^inistrv  announced  that  cheese  mill  be  rationed  soon,  mith  agricultural 
morkers  and.  miners  receiving  suecial  rations.  Lord  ~oolton  stated  in 
Parliament  that  the  country  must  exnect  difficulties  in  maintaining  milk 
uroduction  at  uresent  levels. 


14 


* 


V 


- 3 - 


LTITSD  STATES  DSPA“r^'' 'SET  OF  AGHICuLTUSE 
Of'f'ice  of  Information 


AI'SD  -20-21 

Part  II  - F05  AEi^IITISTMTIVE  USE  Piarch  2S , igUl 

AGRICULTUEE  AIID  FATIOIT.AL  DEFSFSE 


FTIA  TO  BUILD  UP  FLEET  OF  'OBILE  PO'TEH  UEITS:  The  Bural  "^lectrif ication 
Administration  is  working  toward  a goal  of  60  mobile  DO^^er  units,  each 
caoable  of  develcuing  100  kilowatts  of  rower,  to  serve  a s a second  line 
of  rower  reserves  for  the  defense  rrogram  and  for  rural  cooperative  rower 
rrojects.  T^ent^-five  of  these  units  have  beer,  cormleted.  Ten  have  been 
delivered  to  cooreratives  in  Illinois,  Virginia,  Oregon,  Forth  Dakota, 
and  ITe'^f  Mexico.  Fifteen  more  are  in  tl.e  rrocess  of  beinar  delivered  to  PEA 
groups  in  Oregon,  Illinois,  Ohio,  Few  ’-Texico,  Colorado,  Minnesota,  Idaho, 
California,  i'issouri,  and  Georgia.  In  addition,  "Po’^er  Reserve  Coorera- 
tives" --  a.  secondar7)a  group  of  cooperatives  whose  membership  consists 
of  regular  electrical  cooperative  societies  — have  been  formed  in  seven 
States,  pledged  to  buy  37  more  mobile  rower  units  during  the  coming  year. 

The  rlan  is  to  use  the  mobile  units  to  furnish  rower  for  Army  cantonment 
construction  jobs  and  munitions  plants  until  adeouate  stationary  rower 
facilities  can  be  developed. 

PiEA  '^LAFS  TO  EXTSITD  ELECT~ICAL  DEIdLOPr/i'EI'T  TO  AL.1S~~A:  An  extensive  coopera- 
tive electrical  development  is  in  prospect  for  Alaska,  to  serve  new  defense 
rrojects  as  well  as  agriculture.  Donald  i''''akay,  B.FA  engineer,  is  now  ma^^ing 
an  inspection  tour  of  the  territory.  Farmers  of  the  '"tatanusPa  Valley 
colony  have  requested  funds  to  build  a 75~Ji’ile  ro’^er  line  to  bring  electricity 
to  the  valley's  375  families.  Maka^r  is  in  UnalasPa  tnis  week,  after  visiting 
in  Podiac  last  week.  At  both  of  these  places  the  Army  and  Fav^/  are  building 
new  bases  and  enlargina-  existing  facilties. 

E&PQ,  STAFF  SmW  AS  C ^FSULTAI-^TS  OF  TERMITE  COFTROL;  At  the  request  of  the 
Defense  Com-T^ission,  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  will  serve 
as  advisory  consultant  on  termite-rroofing  buildings  built  for  defense 
purposes  throughout  the  countr?/.  The  Bureau  also  is  cooperating  with 
militar3/  authorities  in  combating  insect  inroads  on  various  wood  products 
stored  in  defense  wareoouses,  such  as  gunstocks,  boat  oars,  and  airplane 
stock.  Bulletins  on  termite  control  and.  on  control  of  powder  post  beetles 
have  been  sent  to  all  defense  agencies  engaged,  in  building.  Under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Frank  C.  Craighead,  chief  of  the  Division  of  Insect 
Investigations,  the  nine  field  laboratories  are  cooperating  with  defense 
project  builders  in  raa-ny  parts  of  the  country.  Bureau  workers  have  been 
instructed  to  cooperate  with  local  military  and  civilian  d.efense  authorities 
in  advising  anti-insect  measures  both  in  Army  camps  and  housing  projects 
for  defense  workers.  When  requested,  inspectors  are  sent  to  examine 
buildings  and  to  recommend  precautionary  or  remedial  measures.  Such  an 
inspection  recently  at  Langley  Field  bw  two  bureau  workers  from  Washington 
disclosed  that  structural  changes  were  necessary  to  make  buildings  there 
termite  proof. 
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SECRETARY  TICIC^D  FAS  HSAPPOIj^TED  DSPAET  E'~T  GRA-S SLAi'T^  committee  for 
another  year  because  of  the  res'-onse  to  the  regional  conferences  held  last 
year  and  renuests  for  assistance  in  meetings  scheduled  for  this  year.  Four 
meetings  — Northeast,  Southeast,  Forth  Central  "Plains,  and  Colorado  — 
already  are  ulanned.  Fembers  of  the  committee  are:  0.  S.  Aam.odt,  BPI , 
chairman;  C.  R.  Enlo^,  SCS;  J.  L.  Boatman,  Extension;  T.  E.  Yoodw--rd,  5DI; 

T.  F.  Bartilson,  BAI;  R.  Chauline,  Forest  Service;  Sherman  Johnson,  BAE; 

E.  G.  Foore,  BPI;  and  f.  c.  FcChord,  AAA. 

OF  FOREIGN  BEVELOFKEYTS:  UFITED  KIFGDCM ; The  Jool  Control 
announced  further  release  of  10,000  '■^ales  of  “^ast  Indian  vrool  for  direct 
sale  and  shinment  to  the  United  States  from  India,  making  a total  of  43,000 
bales  released  to  date.  The  -^ool  will  be  shinned  as  it  becomes  available. 

The  Livernool  Cotton  Association  agreed  to  accent  the  Government's 
recommendation  tnat  it  form  a company  composed  of  ^-lanchester  and  Livernool 
members  to  act  as  its  nrincipal  or  agent  for  acQuiring  cotton  on  Government 
account  in  any  nart  of  the  -^orld,  and  to  arrange  for  the  distribution  of 
cotton  to  spinners  in  the  United  Uingdom.  Under  this  arrangement  the 
Government  will  become  the  exclusive  importer  and  distributor  of  raw 
cotton  (effective  Aoril  1.). 

CAFABA:  The  Ontario  Flue-cured  Tobacco  Association,  noting  the  visit  of 
the  British  Tobacco  Controller  to  the  "'nited  States,  and  hoping  that 
Canadian  exoorts  to  the  British  market  might  be  res^imed  ^rithin  a year,  will 
permit  ulanting  of  100  percent  of  the  1939  acreage  in  ~ssex  County  and  75 
percent  elsewViere  instead  of  66  ^/3  as  oreviously  announced.  The  A'^sociation, 
however,  will  not  perm.it  new  growers  to  ulant  in  194l  and  it  will  strictly 
limit  transfer  of  acreage  ouotas. 

GEFliAFY : German  margarine  since  January  15,  19^1.  hss  been  vitamized  by 
the  admi'^ture  of  vitamin  A in  the  form  of  a concentrate  rerorted  to  be  manu- 
factured from,  the  livers  of  whales  and  fish  such  as  tuna,  halibut,  red 
uerch,  and  cod.  The  liver  extract  is  first  deodorized  and  the  vitamin 
Obtained  from  it  is  dissolved  in  refined  edible  oil.  One  cubic  centimeter 
of  concentrate  is  added  to  everw  lO  kilograms  of  margarine  and,  according 
to  German  authorities,  gives  the  margarine  a vitamin  content  ecual  to  that 
of  fresh  butter. 

RE^:  Peuorts  indicate  that  the  British  Governme’^t  has  agreed  to  uurchase 
sufficient  quantities  of  Peruvian  uroducts  to  suuuly  exchange  for  the 
existing  backlog  of  demand  for  sterling  bills,  and  to  care  for  reauirements 
that  arise  from  Peruvian  uurchasing  of  British  good.s  and  from  other  Peruvian 
obligations  in  the  sterling  area.  The  British  uurchases  are  to  be  m.ainly 
cotton,  wool,  hides  and  molybdenum.  The  British  Government  recently 
indicated  its  intention  to  "ourchase  the  entire  Peruvian  production  of  molyb- 
den'ijim  but  found,  that  the  Jauanese  had  already  arranged  to  buy  all  available 
suuulies  through  Fovem.ber  of  the  current  year. 
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UHUG-UAY:  The  reaction  the  Uruguayan  ureas  to  the  defeat  in  the  Senate 

of  the  amend^rient  to  the  naval  auurouriation  hill  uermitting  the  uurchase 
of  corned  heef  of  foreign  origin  was  i’^^ediate  and  unfavorable.  Even 
the  administration  organ,  La  I-lanana , stated  editorially  that  the  obstacle 
is  "trrly  lamentable,"  ’^hile  "Diaro"  headlines  its  editorial  "The  Good- 
^■^eighbor  Policy  sho  ■’Id  be  ’''ure  tlian  Just  a Theory."  The  Charlonista 
"' ontevideo " says  that  "The  old  conservative  uolicy  of  the  United  States 
has  again  been  resuscitated,”  while  the  extremist  uress  is  sarcastically 
critical. 

FEU  ZEALAI'TD:  The  Ministry  of  Suuply  in  London  advised  that  the  Few  Zealand 
hiarketing  Deuartment  is  being  authorized  to  release  15,000  bales  of  canoet 
wool,  including  5»000  bales  orevio'usly  released,  to  the  United  States. 

JAPAF : The  Cabinet  Information  Board  anno-unced  that  Jauan  on  i-^arch  11 

reached  an  understanding  ’*"ith  Venezuela,  ’-'hereby  trade  relations  for  a 
year  will  be  continued  on  the  basis  of  an  understanding  concluded 
July  1,  19‘10.  Under  that  ■understanding  Ja'oan  undertook  to  uurchase  from 
Venezuela  as  large  Quantities  of  goods  as  uossible  and  Vonezuela  agreed 
to  refrain  from  imuosing  unreasonable  restrictions  on  imuorts  from  Jauan. 

C-UFA;  "’he  general  economic  o’ltlook  continues  discouraging  due  urinciually 
to  the  follo'"ing  factors:  (l)  Increasing  degree  to  which  the  resources 
of  Jauanese-controlled  regions  are  made  to  serve  Jauan 's  aims;  (2) 
oueration  of  regional  controls  limiting  or  ureventing  trade  bet^^een 
'’^anchuria,  Forth  China , "enchiang,  and  Central  China;  (3)  more  effective 
blockade  ouerations  "estricting  the  interchange  of  merchandise  between 
Jauanese  and  Chinese  controlled  regions;  (-0  increasing  control  b^^’' 

Jauanese  in  occuuied  regions  over  the  trade  of  those  regi'^'ns  '"ith  other 
countries;  (5)  lowered  economic  status  of  the  r’lral  wa^ses  as  a res^ult  of 
crou  shortages  and  increased  tares;  (6)  lowered  economic  status  of  industrial 
workers  in  Jauanese-controlled  areas  due  to  dislocations  of  suuuly  and 
shortages  of  essentials  caused  by  Jauanese  confiscatio»'^s ; (7)  increasing 
influx  of  Japanese  into  the  commodity  trades  under  regulations  giving 
Jauanese  monouoly  control. 
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